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d >rgia Department of N tural Resources
2

Martin Luther King, Jr. Drive, S.E., East Floyu (ower, Atlanta, Georgia 30334
Lonice C. Bartt, Commisslonar

David M. Ward, Assistant Director

Environmental Protection Divisian

404/656-4713

October 22, 2003

Manager, Chatham County
124 Bull Street
Savannah, Georgia 31412

Re: Water Quality Certification
Public Notice No. 200114820
Hutchinson Island Riverwalk Expansion
Savannah River Basin/Coastal Zone
Chatham County

Dear Sirs:

Pursuant to Section 401 of the Federal Clean Water Act, the State of Georgia
issues this certification to Chatham County, an applicant for a federal permit or license
to conduct an activity in, on or adjacent to the waters of the State of Georgia.

The State of Georgia certifies that there is no applicable provision of Section 301:
no limitation under Section 302; no standard under Section 306; and no standard under
Section 307, for the applicant's activity. The State of Georgia certifies that the
applicant's activity will comply with all applicable provisions of Section 303.

This certification is contingent upon the following conditions:

1. All work performed during construction will be done in a manner so as not to
violate applicable water quality standards.

2. No oils, grease, materials or other pollutants will be discharged from the
construction activities which reach public waters.

J
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JPN 200114820
Chatham County

This certification does not relieve the applicant of any obligation or responsibility
for providing acceptable mitigation for unavoidable impacts to waters of the State or for
complying with the provisions of any other laws or regulations of other federal, state or

local authorities.

it is your responsibility to submit this certification to the appropriate federal
agency.

Sincerely,

Sl

Assistant Director

DMW :kpk

cc: uMs./Mirian Magwood

Mr. Ron Mikulak
Ms. Sandra Tucker
Mr. David Rackley
Ms. Jeannie Butler
Ms. Kelie Moore
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Chatham County Assistant County Mansger
124 Bull St
Savannsh GA 31412

Re:  Cerification in Accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act, as emended and the
Coastal Zone Munagement Program (48-39-10 er. seq., and 15 CFR 93)

Chatham County Assistans Coumy Manager
Expansion of the existing public riverwalk on Hurchinson Island
Savannah.River

Jasper County

P/N 2005-1W-413

Dear Sir,

The Bureau of Warer and Ocean and Coastal Resource Management have reviewed plans for this
project and detenmined there is a reasanable assurance thay the proposed project will be conducted in g
manner consistent with the Centification requirements of Section 401 of the Federal Clean Warer A,
as amended, and the Coastal Zone Managemen: Act (48-39-10 e, seq., and 15 CFR 93).

In accordance with the provigions of Section 401, we certify thar this project, subject to the
indicated conditions, is consistepr with applicable provisions of 303 of the Federal Clean Waier Act, as
amended. We also certify thar there are nio applicable effluent limitazions under Sections 301(b) and
302, and that there are no applicable standards under Sections 306 and 307.

This certification is subject o the following conditfons:

. OCRM must be notified, in writing, prior to iniliation of construction. OCRM will then
igsue an “authorization to commence work" placard. The placard must be placed in a
conspicuous place at the site. No authorized Wwork can commence until the placard is posted
and 8l required permits have been issued and is not valid until all other required federal,
state and local permits have been issued for the activity.

2. The applicant must implement best management practices that will minimize erosion and
migration of sediments on and off the project sile during and after construction. These
practices should include the uge of appropriate grading and sloping techniques, mulches,
hay bales, silt ftnces, or other devices capable of preventing erosion, migratian of
sediments and bank failure. Al disturbed land surfaces and sloped arcas must be stabilized
and sloped with a minimum 3/1 slope upon praject completion.

SOUTH CAROLINADEPARTMENT OF HEALTHANDENVIRONMENTAL CON
2600 Bull Stree * Columbia, SC2030] * Phone:(603) 898-5439 « www.scdhecgov 1EOL
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Chatham County Assistant County Mannger
Janvary 25, 2007

The applicant must dispose of the initial dredge spoils into the previously authorized
confined disposal facility 12-A. Any altemate disposal area must be reviewed and

appraved by the Division of Waler Qualiry prior 10 its uge,

Maintenance dredging must be performed in accordance with the long-term msintenance
strategy (LTMS) for Savannah Harbor previously authorized May 10, 1996. The applicant
must adhere to the conditions of the water quality certification issued for the LTMS on May

10, 1996, as those conditions are still in effect,

The applicant must supply a copy of any final cultural or archaeological survey report 1o the
Catawba Indian Naijon,

If any skeletal remains and/or any objects folling the Native Americans Graves Protection

and Repatriation Act Graves Proteetion and Repalriation Act (NAGPRA) are uncovered
during construction, the construction must stop immediately. The United Keetoowah Band
of Cherokee Indians in Okalahoma, the Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma, and the
Catswba Indian Nation must bs notified and consulied for resolution

The applicant must provide compensatory mitigation in accordance with the mitigation and
monitoring plan entitled, “Hutchinson Island Muiti-Project Mitigation Site; Chatham

County, Georgia,” a5 revised October 18, 2006 Monitoring must be performed for a period
of five years in accordance with the mitigation and monitoring plan revised on October 18,
2006. Contingency measures included in this plan must be implemented if success criteria

are not mer.

The SC Department of Health and Environmental Control reserves the right to impose

additional conditions on this Centification 1

o respond to unforeseen, specific problems thae might

arise and 10 rake any enforcement action necessary 1o ensure compliance with Stare water quality
standards.

Sincerely, -

Heather Preston, Director

Division of Water Quality
Bureau of Warer

ce:  U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers,

Charleston District Office

SC DHEC, District Office
OCRM



Date: August 25, 2006

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
STATE OF GEORGIA

SPECIAL PROVISION

Project MSL—0002-00(691), Chatham County, P.1. #0002691
Section 107 - Legal Regulations and Responsibility to the Public

Add the following to Subsection 107.23:

G. Protection of Federally Threatened and/or Endangered Species

The following conditions are intended as a minimum to protect these species and its habitat during any activities that are in
close proximity to the known location(s) of these species.

L.

The Contractor shall advise all project personnel employed to work on this project about the potential presence and
appearance of the federally protected manatee, bald eagle, wood stork, shortnose sturgeon, and marine sea turtles, and
that there are civil and criminal penalties for harming, harassing, or killing manatees, bald eagles, shortnose sturgeon, or
marine sea turtles which are protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973. Manatees are also protected under the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972, Bald eagles are also protected under the Eagle Protection Act of 1940, Pictures
and habitat information will be provided to the Contractor at the preconstruction conference,

The Contractor shall advise all personnel of the responsibility of watching for the presence of manatees, bald eagles,
wood storks, shortnose sturgeon, and marine sea turtles at all times during construction, including water related activities
to implement appropriate precautions and ensure protection.

All'barges used in the construction activities shall be of such size and weight that dredging of the river will not be
required.

Construction debris shall not be allowed into the water.

Extreme care shall be taken in lowering equipment or materials, including, but not limited to, piles, sheet piles, casings
for drilled shaft construction, spuds, pile templates, etc., below the water surface and into the river bed taking precaution
not to harm any manatee, shortnose sturgeon, or marine sea turtles that may have entered the construction area
undetected, The maximum speed at which these items can be lowered shall be 10 feet per minute.

All vessels shall operate at “no wake/idle"” speeds at all times.

Propellers on all boats, 21 feet in length and less, shall be equipped with propeller guard systems, approved by the
Project Engineer, designed to prevent harm to manatees.

A total of six (6) signs will be required and placed by the Contractor at prominent locations within the construction area:

a. Four (4) “Caution Manatee Area” signs (two on the upstream side and two on the downstream side of the side of the
slip or construction area) shall be placed in the construction vicinity prior to commencement of work and shall be
maintained until such time that Final Acceptance of the project is made (Figure 1).
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Section 107 - Legal Regulations and Responsibility to the Public

PERMANENT MANATEE AWARENESS SIGN
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Section 107 - Legal Regulations and Responsibility to the Public

b. Two (2) “Manatee Habitat ~ Idle Speed in Construction Areas” signs (one on the upstream and one on the
downstream side of the side of the slip or construction area) shall be placed in the construction vicinity prior to
commencement of work and shall be maintained until such time that Final Acceptance of the project is made (Figure
2).

9. The “Caution Manatee Area” and “Manatee Habitat — [dle Speed in Construction Area” signs shall be 3 feet by 4 feet
conforming with Section 636 — Highway Signs; covered with Wwhite, Type I reflective sheeting; black painted lettering;
black screened design; and orange, Type I reflective tape border.

10. Placement of all signs shall be as approved by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Resources
Division, Brunswick, Georgia. The contact person for the Georgia Department of Natural Resources is Leigh Youngner
at (912)-264-7218.

I1. A trained spotter provided by the Contractor, shall be onsite for sightings of manatees during removal of the piles and
debris from the boat slip and construction of the river walk. Personnel designated by the Contractor shall receive training
by the Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Resources Division, Brunswick, Georgia. The contact person
for the Georgia Department of Natural Resources is Leigh Youngner at (912) 264-7218.

12. Underwater blasting shall not be allowed from April 1 to October 31 to minimize the likelihood of injury to manatees and
marine sea turtles. “Danger zones”, defined by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s “Manatee Protection Measures", shal]
be established by the Contractor if open water blasting is planned from November 1 to December 31 and from February
16 to March 14. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service recommends the following Manatee Protection Measures for
blasting:

a. For each explosive charge placed, detonation shall not occur if a manatee or marine sea turtle is known to be within a
circular area (the “danger zone™) around the detonation site with the following radius;

r=260( W )

where
r = radius of the danger zone in feet
W = weight of the explosive charge in pounds (tetryl or TNT)

b. A manatee and merine sea turtle watch shall be conducted by no less than two qualified observers from watercraft,
aircraft, or high vantage point for at least 30 minutes before, during, and after detonation, in a circular area at least
three (3) times the radius of the above described danger zone. Establishment of danger zones will not be required
from January | to February 15.

¢. Any manatee(s) or marine sea turtle(s) in the danger zone or the watch zone shall not be forces to move out of those
zones by human intervention. Detonation shall not occur until the manatee(s) or marine sea turtle(s) move(s) out of
the danger zone on its own volition.

13. The Contractor shall cease all construction activities and vessel movement in open water shall cease upon the sighting of
4 manatee or marine sea turtle within 300 feet of the project area, The Contractor shall only resume construction activities
once the manatee or marine sea turtle has not been observed in the project area or within 300 feet of the project area for
at least 30 minutes.

14, All construction activities shall cease upon the sighting of a bald eagle or wood stork within 100 yards of the project area.
The construction activities shall not resume until the bald eagle or wood stork has not been observed in the project area
or within 100 yards of the project area for at least 30 minutes.
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Section 107 - Legal Regulations and Responsibility to the Public’

CONSTRUCTION SIGN
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Section 107 - Legal Regulations and Responsibility to the Public

15.

16.

17.

Any sighting of manatee, bald eagle, wood stork, shortnose Sturgeon, or marine sea turtle or in the event any incident
occurs that causes harm or that could be detrimental to the continued existence of the manatee, bald eagle, wood stork,
shortnose sturgeon, or marine sea turtle along the project corridor, the Contractor shall report the incident immediately to
the Project Engineer who in turn will notify:

a. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Brunswick Field Office at (912) 265-9336 for manatee and bald eagle;

b. National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Regional Office at (727) 824-5312 for shortnose sturgeon marine sea
turtle;

¢. Federal Highway Administration, Georgia Division at (404) 562-3630 for all species;
d. Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Resources Division, at (912) 264-7218 for all species; and

e. Harvey Keepler, Geargia Department of Transportation, Office of Environment/Location at (404) 699-4401 or (770)
478-7268 for all species.

In the event of possible harm to the manatee, bald eagle, wood stork, shortnose sturgeon, or marine sea turtle, all activity
shall cease pending Section 7 consultation by the Department with the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service or National Marine
Fisheries Service and the lead Federal Agency.

Dead manatees, shortnose sturgeon, or marine sea turtles shall be secured to an object to prevent the carcass from being
swept away by water currents,

The Contractor shall keep a log detailing any sightings collisions, or injury to manatees, bald eagles, wood storks,
shortnose sturgeon, or marine sea turtles in or adjacent to the project until such time that Final Acceptance of the project
is made. Following project completion, the log and a report summarizing any incidents and/or sightings with manatees,
bald eagles, wood storks, shortnose sturgeon, and marine sea turtles shall be submitted by the Contractor to the:

a. Project Engineer;

b. Harvey Keepler, Georgia Department of Transportation, Office of Environment/Location, 3993 Aviation Circle,
Atlanta, Georgia 30336-1593;

¢. Federal Highway Administration, Georgia Division, 61 Forsyth Street, S.W., Suite 17T100, Atlanta, Georgia 30303-
3104,

d. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Brunswick Field Office, 4270 Norwich Street, Brunswick, Georgia 31520;

e. Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Coastal Resources Division, 1 Conservation Way, Brunswick, Georgia
31523; and

f. National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Regional Office, 263 13th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, Florida 33701,

. All costs pertaining to any requirement contained herein shall be included in the overall bid submitted unless such

requirement is designated as a separate Pay [tem in the Propaosal.
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