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considered a record prepared and maintained or received in the course of operations of a 

public office or agency and subject to public inspection in accordance with the Georgia 

Open Records Act, Official Code of Georgia Annotated, Section 50-18-70, et. Seq., unless 

otherwise provided by law. 

 

Responses to RFP’s shall be held confidential from all parties other than the County until 

after the contract is awarded by the Board of Commissioners. The vendor and their bid 

price in response to the ITB will be read aloud at public bid openings.   After Bid 

Tabulations, the ITB shall be available for public viewing. 

 

Chatham County shall not be held accountable if material from responses is obtained 

without the written consent of the vendor by parties other than the County, at any time 

during the solicitation evaluation process. 

 

2.23 GEORGIA TRADE SECRET ACT of 1990 - In the event a Bidder/Proposer submits 

trade secret information to the County, the information must be clearly labeled as a Trade 

Secret.   The County will maintain the confidentiality of such trade secrets to the extent 

provided by law. 

 

2.24 CONTRACTOR RECORDS -The Georgia Open Records Act is applicable to the records 

of all contractors and subcontractors under contract with the County. This applies to those 

specific contracts currently in effect and those which have been completed or closed for up 

to three (3) years following completion. Again, this is contract specific to the County 

contracts only. 

 

2.25 EXCEPTIONS-All proceedings, records, contracts and other public records relating to 

procurement transactions shall be open to the inspection of any citizen, or any interested 

person, firm or corporation, in accordance with the Georgia Open Records Act except as 

provided below: 

 

a. Cost estimates relating to a proposed   procurement transaction prepared by or for 

a public body shall not be open to public inspection. 

 

b. Any  competitive  sealed  bidding  bidder,  upon  request,  shall  be  afforded  the 

opportunity to inspect bid records within a reasonable time after the opening of all 

bids but prior to award, except in the event that the County decides not to accept 

any of the bids and to rebid the contract.   Otherwise, bid records shall be open to 

public inspection only after award of the contract.   Any competitive negotiation 

offer or, upon request, shall be afforded the opportunity to inspect proposal records 

within a reasonable time after the evaluation and negotiations of proposals are 

completed but prior to award except in the event that the County decides not to 

accept any of the proposals and to reopen the contract.   Otherwise, proposal 

records shall be open to the public inspection only after award of the contract except 
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as provided in paragraph "c" below. Any inspection of procurement 

transaction records under this section shall be subject to reasonable restrictions 

to ensure the security and integrity of the records. 

 

c. Trade secrets or proprietary information submitted by a bidder, offer or 

contractor in connection with a procurement transaction shall not be subject to 

public disclosure under the Georgia Open Records Act; however, the bidder, 

offer or contractor must invoke the protections of this section prior to or upon 

submission of the data or other materials, and must identify the data or other 

materials to be protected and state the reasons why protection is necessary. 

 

d. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to require the County, 

when procuring by "competitive negotiation" (Request for Proposal), to furnish 

a statement of the reasons why a particular proposal was not deemed to be the 

most advantageous to the County. 

 
SECTION III 

 ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 

 

3.1       METHOD OF COMPENSATION: The compensation provided for herein shall include 

all claims by the CONTRACTOR for all costs incurred by the CONTRACTOR in the 

conduct of the Project as authorized by the approved Project Compensation Schedule and 

this amount shall be paid to the CONTRACTOR after receipt of the invoice and approval 

of the amount by the COUNTY. The COUNTY shall make payments to the 

CONTRACTOR within thirty (30)days from the date of receipt of the CONTRACTOR’s 

acceptable statement on forms prepared by the CONTRACTOR and approved by the 

COUNTY.   

 

3.2 AUDITS AND INSPECTIONS: 

 

At any time during normal business hours and as often as the County may deem necessary, 

the Contractor and his subcontractors shall make available to the County and/or 

representatives of the Chatham County Department of Internal Audit for examination all 

of its records with respect to all matters covered by this Contract.  It shall also permit the 

County and/or representatives of the Department of Internal Audit to audit, inspect, 

examine and make copies, excerpts or transcripts from such records of personnel, 

conditions of employment and other data relating to all matters covered by this Contract. 

All documents to be audited shall be available for inspection at all reasonable times in the 

main offices of the County or at the offices of the Contractor as requested by the County. 

 

3.3 WARRANTY REQUIREMENTS:  

 

 a. Provisions of item 2.7 apply. 

 b. Warranty required. 
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   1. Standard warranty shall be offered with bid. 

  2. Extended warranty shall be offered with bid.  The cost of the extended  

   warranty will be listed separately on the bid sheet. 

 

3.4     TERMS OF CONTRACT:  (check where applicable): 

 

 X        a.         Annual Contract (With renewal options for four (4) additional one (1) year terms  

  if all parties agree)   

            b. One-time Purchase    

            c. Other ONE TIME CONTRACT 

 

 

CONVERSATIONS OR CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING THIS SOLICITATION OR 

REPORT BETWEEN PROSPECTIVE OFFERORS AND PERSONS OUTSIDE THE 

CHATHAM COUNTY PURCHASING OFFICE WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED 

OFFICIAL OR BINDING UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFICALLY AUTHORIZED 

WITHIN THIS DOCUMENT. 

 

The undersigned bidder or proposer certifies that he/she has carefully read the preceding list of 

instructions to bidders and all other data applicable hereto and made a part of this invitation; and, 

further certifies that the prices shown in his/her bid/proposal are in accordance with all documents 

contained in this Invitation for Bids/ Proposals package, and that any exception taken thereto may 

disqualify his/her bid/proposal. 

 

 

This is to certify that I, the undersigned bidder, have read the instructions to bidder and agree to 

be bound by the provisions of the same. 

 

 

This                  day of                                       20        . 

 

BY                                                                             

SIGNATURE 

                                                                                

TITLE 

                                                                                

COMPANY 

                                                                                

Phone / Fax No.
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SECTION IV 

 
SPECIFICATIONS FOR                  BID NO. 22-0034-6 

 

ANNUAL CONTRACT TO PROVIDE LOT MAINTENANCE FOR  

CHATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS 

 

4.1 GENERAL INFORMATION: The purpose of this proposal is to establish specifications and 

 solicit bids for an annual contract for lot maintenance services for substandard County owned 

 property. The work includes all labor, material (to include fuel), equipment, and services 

 necessary for the proper completion of mowing as outlined. Individuals intending to bid must 

 currently possess the equipment and personnel as stated within this solicitation. For additional 

 information concerning specifications, please contact ONLY Mrs. Lynn Strickland, 

 Procurement Specialist, at (912) 790-1621 or lstrickland@chathamcounty.org. Bidders are 

 not to contact any department directly. 

 

4.2 GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 

 

 4.2.1 Cut and trim all vegetation (grasses, trees, limbs and vines). Remove and dispose of 

  debris including vegetation, furniture, appliances, household items, construction  

  materials, car parts, fallen trees, (less than 13 inches in diameter) and limbs. Properties 

  must be serviced between the property lines to the curb or road. Edging of sidewalks, tree 

  lawns and hard surfaced driveways is also required. Abandoned/derelict vehicles found 

  on County properties will be reported to the Public Works Project Manager. 

 

 4.2.2 Notify the Public Works Project Manager of trees that need to be removed that are either 

  dead or diseased or may damage public or private property. Any tree that is less than 13 

  inches in diameter will be removed by the Contractor after approval by the Public Works 

  Project Manager. Tools used to remove dead or diseased trees must be disinfected prior 

  to use on other County lots. Special care shall be taken around trees so as not to cause 

  any damage to the tree by mowing tractors. 

 

 4.2.3 Mowing will commence on or about April 1st and conclude with the last cut in October. 

  Additional services and extra mowing of areas may be required based upon the direction 

  of the Public Works Director or his designee and will be based on contract prices. Also, 

  properties may be removed or added during the contract period thru a change order. 

 

 4.2.4 Trash/debris/litter must be removed prior to service. All household material such as 

  furniture, hazardous waste, unsolidified paint, tires, automobile parts,   

  construction/demolition debris and related items will be removed by the Contractor. 

  Loose and bagged vegetation (grass clippings, leaves, vines and tree debris) will also be 

  removed by the Contractor. If in the course of mowing, trash is overlooked and shredded 

  by mowers, it should be immediately collected and disposed of. 

mailto:lstrickland@chathamcounty.org
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 4.2.5 All grassy material will be cut to a height no greater than two (2) inches with the  

  exception of work at Oriole Drive – Westlake which shall be cut using a bush hog at its 

  lowest level. If mowing is interrupted by inclement weather, the Contractor shall  

  continue mowing at the same location on the next available mowing day. Grass clippings 

  at Oriole-Westlake do not have to be removed; however every attempt must be made to 

  break up large clumps of cut grass. Take care not to hit or scar any trees with mowing 

  tractors. Shrubbery and bushes will be trimmed to a height no greater than three (3) feet 

  or to a height prescribed by industry and trimmed/shaped as possible to industry  

  standards for a specific species. Tree limbs four (4) inches or less in diameter and less 

  than 12 feet above the ground will be removed by the Contractor based on the direction 

  of the Public Works Project Manager. All final cuts of tree limbs are to be made at the 

  branch collar as defined in the tree care industry A300 standard. 

  

 4.2.6 It will be the responsibility of the Contractor to contact the Chatham County Project 

  Manager immediately after the area has been serviced to inspect the area. Failure to have 

  area inspected may delay payment to the Contractor. The Contractor will make any 

  necessary corrections to any areas deemed unsatisfactory by the Project Manager at no 

  additional cost to the County. 

 

 4.2.7 The equipment used to complete this work is at the discretion of the Contractor.  

  However, the Contractor must demonstrate prior to starting work they have or have 

  access to the equipment necessary to accomplish the work, such as line trimmers,  

  edger’s, push and riding mowers with bag attachments and typical lawn hand tools. 

  Contractor must have access to a commercial tractor with bush hog attachment for 

  mowing the area at Oriole Drive-Westlake. The use of a commercial tractor and bush hog 

  will only be permitted at Oriole Drive-Westlake. 

 

4.3 PROPERTY LOCATION: 

 

 4.3.1 You will find a listing with the addresses and the Property Identification Number (PIN) 

  of the lots included in the Bid/Proposal. There is a map with the street locations. Many of 

  the lots are located with the municipality. 

 

 4.3.2 The Contractor must not under any circumstances perform lot maintenance on private 

  property. The property lines may not always be delineated, therefore, the Contractor must 

  use good judgement to stay within property boundaries. The Contractor assumes the 

  responsibility if private property or above ground utilities are damaged. 
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BID SHEET BID NO. 22-0034-6 

 
ANNUAL CONTRACT TO PROVIDE LOT MAINTENANCE FOR  

CHATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS 

 

 

Item 

No 
PIN Site/ Sq. Ft/Acres U/M Qty. 

Unit Cost  

Per Cycle 
Annual Cost                         

1 
Various 

Lots 

Lamarville 

Community (See map) 

Approx. 34,900 sq. 

ft./0.8 Acres 

Monthly 

7 (1) Cycles 

Per Month 

April-October 

$ $ 

2 
01-0720-

15-015 

Oriole Drive (Blue 

Jay) – Westlake (See 

map) 309,615 sq. ft./7.1 

Acres 

Monthly 

7 (1) Cycles 

Per Month 

April-October 

$ $ 

3 
2-0645-

01-002 

Executive Park Drive 

(See map easement 

areas) 138,310 sq. 

ft./3.8 Acres 

Bi-

Monthly 

14 (2) Cycles 

Per Month 

April-October 

$ $ 

     TOTAL BID: $ 

 
*Additional services and extra mowing of areas may be required based upon the direction of the Public Works 
Director or his designee and will be based on contract prices. Also, properties may be removed or added during 
 the contract period thru a change order. 

 

 

 

Vendor Name:    

Address:       

City, State, Zip:        

    Phone number:  Fax:         

  Email:     

 Printed Name/Title:       

    Signature:  _____________________________________________________________  
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REFERENCES 

 

 

COMPANY NAME: _________________ __________________ 

ADDRESS:      

CITY: STATE: ZIP:   

CONTACT PERSON:      

PHONE NUMBER:      

 

COMPANY NAME: _________________ __________________ 

ADDRESS:      

CITY: STATE: ZIP:   

CONTACT PERSON:      

PHONE NUMBER:      

 

COMPANY NAME: _________________ __________________ 

ADDRESS:      

CITY: STATE: ZIP:   

CONTACT PERSON:      

PHONE NUMBER:      

 

COMPANY NAME: _________________ __________________ 

ADDRESS:      

CITY: STATE: ZIP:   

CONTACT PERSON:      

PHONE NUMBER:    
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LIST OF SUBCONTRACTORS 
I do________, do not ________, propose to subcontract some of the work on this project.  I 

propose to subcontract work to the following subcontractors:  NOTE: M/WBE 

PARTICIPATION. 

 

 
NAME AND ADDRESS 

 
TYPE OF WORK 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

SIGNED: __________________________________ 

         CONTRACTOR



  

ATTACHMENT A 

 

 

DRUG - FREE WORKPLACE CERTIFICATION 

 

 

THE UNDERSIGNED CERTIFIES THAT THE PROVISIONS OF CODE SECTIONS 50-24-1 

THROUGH 50-24-6 OF THE OFFICIAL CODE TO GEORGIA ANNOTATED, RELATED 

TO THE **DRUG-FREE WORKPLACE**, HAVE BEEN COMPLIED WITH IN FULL.  

THE UNDERSIGNED FURTHER CERTIFIES THAT: 

 

 1. A Drug-Free Workplace will be provided for the employees during the   

  performance of the contract; and 

 

 2. Each sub-contractor under the direction of the Contractor shall secure the   

  following written certification: 

 
 _____________________________________ (CONTRACTOR) certifies to Chatham County that a Drug-

Free Workplace will be provided for the employees during the performance of this contract known as 

ANNUAL CONTRACT TO PROVIDE LOT MAINTENANCE FOR CHATHAM COUNTY 

PUBLIC WORKS (PROJECT) pursuant to paragraph (7) of subsection (B) of Code Section 50-24-3. Also, 
the undersigned further certifies that he/she will not engage in the unlawful manufacture, sale, 

distribution, possession, or use of a controlled substance or marijuana during the performance of the 
contract. 

 

  

 
 

  

CONTRACTOR DATE 
 

 
  

NOTARY DATE 
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ATTACHMENT B 

 

PROMISE OF NON-DISCRIMINATION STATEMENT 
 

Know All Men By These Presence, that I (We),     

Name 

    ,     

Title Name of 

Bidder 

(herein after Company) in consideration of the privilege to bid/or propose on the following 

Chatham County project procurement ANNUAL CONTRACT TO PROVIDE LOT 

MAINTENANCE FOR CHATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS hereby consent, covenant 

and agree as follows:  

 

(1) No person shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefit of or otherwise 

discriminated against on the basis of race, color, national origin or gender in connection with the 

bid submitted to Chatham County or the performance of the contract resulting therefrom; 

 

(2) That it is and shall be the policy of this Company to provide equal opportunity to all 

business persons seeking to contract or otherwise interested with the Company, including those 

companies owned and controlled by racial minorities, and women; 

 

(3) In connection herewith, I (We) acknowledge and warrant that this Company has been made 

aware of, understands and agrees to take affirmative action to provide minority and women 

owned companies with the maximum practicable opportunities to do business with this Company 

on this contract; 

 

(4) That the promises of non-discrimination as made and set forth herein shall be continuing 

throughout the duration of this contract with Chatham County; 

 

(5) That the promises of non-discrimination as made and set forth herein shall be and are 

hereby deemed to be made a part of and incorporated by reference in the contract which this 

Company may be awarded; 

 

(6) That the failure of this Company to satisfactorily discharge any of the promises of non- 

discrimination as made and set forth above may constitute a material breach of contract entitling 

the County to declare the contract in default and to exercise appropriate remedies including but 

not limited to termination of the contract. 
 

 

 
 

  

Signature Date 
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ATTACHMENT C 

 

DISCLOSURE OF RESPONSIBILITY STATEMENT 

Failure to complete and return this information will result in your bid/offer/proposal being 
disqualified from further competition as non-responsive. 

 

1. List any convictions of any person, subsidiary, or affiliate of the company, arising out of 

obtaining, or attempting to obtain a public or private contract or subcontract, or in the 

performance of such contract or subcontract. 
 

 
 

 

2. List any indictments or convictions of any person, subsidiary, or affiliate of this company 

for offenses such as embezzlement, theft, fraudulent schemes, etc. or any other offenses 

indicating a lack of business integrity or business honesty which affects the responsibility 

of the contractor. 
 

 
 

 

3. List any convictions or civil judgments under states or federal antitrust statutes. 
 

 
 

 

4. List any violations of contract provisions such as knowingly (without good cause) to 

perform, or unsatisfactory performance, in accordance with the specifications of a 

contract. 
 
 

 

 

5. List any prior suspensions or debarments by any governmental agency. 
 

 
 

 

6. List any contracts not completed on time. 
 

 
 

 

7. List any penalties imposed for time delays and/or quality of materials and workmanship. 
 

 
 

 

8. List any documented violations of federal or any state labor laws, regulations, 

or standards, occupational safety and health rules. 
 

 
 

C-1 



 

I,  , as     

Name of individual  Title & Authority 

 

of , declare under oath that 
 

Company Name     
 

the above statements, including any supplemental responses attached hereto, are true. 

Signature 

State of    
 

County of    
 

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this day of    
 

20     by representing him/herself to be 
 

   of the company named herein. 
 

 

 
 

Notary Public 

My Commission expires: 

 
 

 

Resident State:   
 

 

DPC Form #45 
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ATTACHMENT D 

CONTRACTOR AFFIDAVIT under O.C.G.A. § 13-10-91(b)(1) 

 

By executing this affidavit, the undersigned contractor verifies its compliance with O.C.G.A. § 

13-10-91, stating affirmatively that the individual, firm or corporation which is engaged in the 

physical performance of services on behalf of CHATHAM COUNTY has registered with, is 

authorized to use and uses the federal work authorization program commonly known as E- 

Verify, or any subsequent replacement program, in accordance with the applicable provisions 

and deadlines established in O.C.G.A. § 13-10-91.   Furthermore, the undersigned contractor 

will continue to use the federal work authorization program throughout the contract period and 

the undersigned contractor will contract for the physical performance of services in satisfaction 

of such contract only with subcontractors who present an affidavit to the contractor with the 

information required by O.C.G.A. § 13-10-91(b).   Contractor hereby attests that its federal 

work authorization user identification number and date of authorization are as follows: 
 

 
 

Federal Work Authorization User Identification Number 

Date of Authorization 

 

Name of Contractor 

Name of Project 

 

Name of Public Employer 

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on , , 202     in (city), (state). 

 
 

 

Signature of Authorized Officer or Agent 
 

Printed Name and Title of Authorized Officer or Agent 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN BEFORE ME 

ON THIS THE DAY OF , 202   . 
 

 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

 

My Commission Expires: 
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SUBCONTRACTOR AFFIDAVIT under O.C.G.A. § 13-10-91(b)(3) 
 

By executing this affidavit, the undersigned subcontractor verifies its compliance with O.C.G.A. 

13-10-91, stating affirmatively that the individual, firm or corporation which is engaged in the 

physical performance of services under a contract with (name of 

contractor) on behalf of CHATHAM COUNTY has registered with, is authorized to use and uses 

the federal work authorization program commonly known as E-Verify, or any subsequent 

replacement program, in accordance with the applicable provisions and deadlines established in 

O.C.G.A. § 13-10-91.   Furthermore, the undersigned subcontractor will continue to use the 

federal work authorization program throughout the contract period and the undersigned 

subcontractor will contract for the physical performance of services in satisfaction of such 

contract only with sub-subcontractors who present an affidavit to the subcontractor with the 

information required by O.C.G.A. § 13-10-91 (b).   Additionally, the undersigned subcontractor 

will forward notice of the receipt of an affidavit from a sub-subcontractor to the contractor within 

five (5) business days of receipt.   If the undersigned subcontractor receives notice of receipt of an 

affidavit from any sub-subcontractor that has contracted with a sub-subcontractor to forward, 

within five (5) business days of receipt, a copy of such notice to the contractor.   Subcontractor 

hereby attests that its federal work authorization user identification number and date of 

authorization are as follows: 
 

 
 

 

Federal Work Authorization User Identification Number 

Date of Authorization 

 

Name of Subcontractor 

Name of Project 

 

Name of Public Employer 

I hereby declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct. 

Executed on , , 202     in (city), (state). 

 
 

Signature of Authorized Officer or Agent 
 

Printed Name and Title of Authorized Officer or Agent 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN BEFORE ME 

ON THIS THE DAY OF , 202   . 
 

 

NOTARY PUBLIC 

My Commission Expires: 

 
 



E-1 

 

ATTACHMENT E 

 

 

BIDDERS CERTIFICATION REGARDING DEBARMENT, SUSPENSION, 

INELIGIBILITY AND VOLUNTARY EXCLUSION 

 

 

The undersigned certifies, by submission of this proposal or acceptance of this contract, that 

neither Contractor nor its principals is presently debarred, suspended, proposed for debarment, 

declared ineligible, or voluntary excluded from participation in this transaction by any Federal 

department or agency, State of Georgia, City of Savannah, Board of Education of local 

municipality.  Bidder agrees that by submitting this proposal that Bidder will include this clause 

without modification in all lower tier transactions, solicitations, proposals, contracts, and 

subcontracts. Where the Bidder or any lower tier participant is unable to certify to this 

statement, that participant shall attach an explanation to this document. 

 

Certification - the above information is true and complete to the best of my knowledge and 

belief. 
 

 
 

(Printed or typed Name of Signatory) 
 

 
 

 

(Signature) 
 

 
 

 

(Date) 

 

 

NOTE: The penalty for making false statements in offers is prescribed in 18 U.S.C. 1001 
 

 

END OF DOCUMENT Mod. CC P & C 6/2005 



 

 

ATTACHMENT F 

 

Chatham County 

Minority and Women Business Enterprise Program 

M/WBE Participation Report 

 

Name of Bidder:   
 

Name of Project:  Bid No:   
 

 

 
 

M/WBE Firm Type of Work Contact 

Person/ 

Phone # 

City, State % MBE 

or 

WBE 

      

      

      

      

      

      

 

 

MBE Total  WBE Total % M/WBE Combined % 
 

 

The undersigned should enter into a formal agreement with M/WBE Contractor identified herein 

for work listed in this schedule conditioned upon execution of contract with the Chatham County 

Board of Commissioners. 

 

 
Signature Print   

 

 

Phone (  )   

Fax ( )    
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ATTACHMENT G 

 

Systematic Alien Verification for Entitlements (SAVE) Affidavit Verifying Status for 

Chatham County Benefit Application 
 

By executing this affidavit under oath, as an applicant for a Chatham County, Georgia Business License or 

Occupation Tax Certificate, Alcohol License, Taxi Permit, Contract or other public benefit as reference in 

O.C.G.A. Section 50-36-1, I am stating the following with respect to my bid for a Chatham County contract for

. [Name of natural person applying on behalf of individual, business, 

corporation, partnership, or other private entity]  

 

  1.)  I am a citizen of the United States. 

 

OR 
 

2.)  I am a legal permanent resident 18 years of age or older. 
 

OR 
 

3.)  I am an otherwise qualified alien (8 ' USC 1641) or non- immigrant under 

the Federal Immigration and Nationality Act (8 USC 1101 et seq.) 18 years of age or older 

and lawfully present in the United States.* 

 

In making the above representation under oath, I understand that any person who knowingly and willfully makes 

a false, fictitious, or fraudulent statement or representation in an affidavit shall be guilty of a violation of Code 

Section 16-10-20 of the Official Code of Georgia. 

 

 Signature of Applicant:  Date  

 Printed Name: 

 ________________________________________ 

 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN         * 

BEFORE ME ON THIS THE  Alien Registration number for non-citizens. 

  DAY OF , 20    
 

Notary Public 

My Commission Expires: 
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ATTACHMENT H 

 

Guidance Concerning Good Faith Efforts for Chatham County 

 

I. When, the County, establish a contract goal, a bidder must, in order to be responsible and/or responsive, make 

good faith efforts to meet the goal. The bidder can meet this requirement in either of two ways. First, the bidder can 

meet the goal, documenting commitments for participation by M/WBE firms sufficient for this purpose. Second, 

even if it doesn't meet the goal, the bidder can document adequate good faith efforts. This means that the bidder 

must show that it took all necessary and reasonable steps to achieve an M/WBE goal or other requirement of this 

part which, by their scope, intensity, and appropriateness to the objective, could reasonably be expected to obtain 

sufficient M/WBE participation, even if they were not fully successful. 

 

II. In any situation in which the County requires a bidder to use the good faith efforts mechanism of this rule shall 

apply. It is up to the County to make a fair and reasonable judgment whether a bidder that did not meet the goal 

made adequate good faith efforts. It is important to consider the quality, quantity, and intensity of the different 

kinds of efforts that the bidder has made. The efforts employed by the bidder should be those that one could 

reasonably expect a bidder to take if the bidder were actively and aggressively trying to obtain M/WBE 

participation sufficient to meet the M/WBE contract goal. Mere pro forma efforts are not good faith efforts to meet 

the M/WBE contract requirements. We emphasize, however, that your determination concerning the sufficiency of 

the firm's good faith efforts is a judgment call, meeting quantitative formulas is not required. 

 

III. The rule also strongly cautions County officials against requiring that a bidder meet a contract goal (i.e., obtain 

a specified amount of M/WBE participation) in order to be awarded a contract, even though the bidder makes an 

adequate good faith efforts showing. This rule specifically prohibits County officials from ignoring bona fide good 

faith efforts. 

 

IV. The following is a list of types of actions which the County should consider as part of the bidder's good faith 

efforts to obtain M/WBE participation. It is not intended to be a mandatory checklist, nor is it intended to be 

exclusive or exhaustive. Other factors or types of efforts may be relevant in appropriate cases. 

 

A. Soliciting through all reasonable and available means (e.g. attendance at pre-bid meetings, advertising 

and/or written notices) the interest of all certified M/WBEs who have the capability to perform the work of the 

contract. The bidder should solicit this interest within sufficient time to allow the M/WBEs to respond to the 

solicitation. The bidder must determine with certainty if the M/WBEs are interested by taking appropriate 

steps to follow up initial solicitations. 

 

B. Selecting portions of the work to be performed by M/WBEs in order to increase the likelihood that the 

M/WBE goals will be achieved. This includes, where appropriate, breaking out contract work items into 

economically feasible units to facilitate M/WBE participation, even when the prime contractor might otherwise 

prefer to perform these work items with its own forces. 

 

C. Providing interested M/WBEs with adequate information about the plans, specifications, and requirements 

of the contract in a timely manner to assist them in responding to a solicitation. 

 

D. (1) Negotiating in good faith with interested M/WBEs. It is the bidder's responsibility to make a portion of 

the work available to M/WBE subcontractors and suppliers and to select those portions of the work or material 

needs consistent with the available M/WBE subcontractors and suppliers, so as to facilitate M/WBE 

participation. Evidence of such negotiation includes the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of M/WBEs 

that were considered; a description of the information provided regarding the plans and specifications for the 

work selected for subcontracting; and evidence as to why additional agreements could not be reached for 

M/WBEs to perform the work. 
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(2) A bidder using good business judgment would consider a number of factors in negotiating with 

subcontractors, including M/WBE subcontractors, and would take a firm's price and capabilities as well as 

contract goals into consideration. However, the fact that there may be some additional costs involved in 

finding and using M/WBEs is not in itself sufficient reason for a bidder's failure to meet the contract M/WBE 

goal, as long as such costs are reasonable. Also, the ability or desire of a prime contractor to perform the work 

of a contract with its own organization does not relieve the bidder of the responsibility to make good faith 

efforts. Prime contractors are not, however, required to accept higher quotes from M/WBEs if the price 

difference is excessive or unreasonable. 

 

E. Not rejecting M/WBEs as being unqualified without sound reasons based on a thorough investigation of 

their capabilities. The contractor's standing within its industry, membership in specific groups, organizations, 

or associations and political or social affiliations (for example union vs. non-union employee status) are not 

legitimate causes for the rejection or non-solicitation of bids in the contractor's efforts to meet the project goal. 

 

F. Making efforts to assist interested M/WBEs in obtaining bonding, lines of credit, or insurance as required 

by the recipient or contractor. 

 

G. Making efforts to assist interested M/WBEs in obtaining necessary equipment, supplies, materials, or 

related assistance or services. 

 

H. Effectively using the services of available minority/women community organizations; minority/women 

contractors' groups; local, state, and Federal minority/women business assistance offices; and other 

organizations as allowed on a case-by-case basis to provide assistance in the recruitment and placement of 

M/WBEs. 

 

V. In determining whether a bidder has made good faith efforts, County officials may take into account the 

performance of other bidders in meeting the contract. For example, when the apparent successful bidder fails to 

meet the contract goal, but others meet it, you may reasonably raise the question of whether, with additional 

reasonable efforts, the apparent successful bidder could have met the goal. If the apparent successful bidder fails to 

meet the goal, but meets or exceeds the average M/WBE participation obtained by other bidders, County officials 

may view this, in conjunction with other factors, as evidence of the apparent successful bidder having made good 

faith efforts. 

 

I acknowledge receipt of the Good Faith Effort guidelines. 

 

 

__________________________________________________ 

NAME / TITLE 

 

 

__________________________________________________ 

SIGNATURE 

 

 

__________________________________________________ 

COMPANY 
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LEGAL NOTICE 

CC NO.  168625 

 

Invitation to Bid 
 

Sealed Bids will be received until 2:00 P.M. on April 15, 2022 and publicly opened in Chatham County 

Purchasing & Contracting Department, at The Chatham County Citizens Service Center, 1117 Eisenhower 

Drive, Suite C, Savannah, Georgia 31406, for: BID NO : 22-0034-6 ANNUAL CONTRACT TO PROVIDE 

LOT MAINTENANCE FOR CHATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC WORKS.  

 

Bid Package can be downloaded and printed from the County Purchasing and Contracting website 

http://purchasing.chathamcounty.org. 
 

All firms requesting to do business with Chatham County must also register on-line at 

http://purchasing.chathamcounty.org. For additional information concerning specifications, please 

contact Lynn Strickland, Procurement Specialist at (912) 790-1621. 
 

CHATHAM COUNTY HAS THE AUTHORITY TO REJECT ALL BIDS AND WAIVE MINOR 

FORMALITIES. 

 

"CHATHAM COUNTY IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER, M/F/H, ALL BIDDERS ARE TO BE 

E Q U A L  OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYERS" 
 

 

 
 

 

MARGARET H. JOYNER, PURCHASING DIRECTOR  

SAVANNAH NEWS/PRESS INSERT:  April 1, 2022 

 

http://purchasing.chathamcounty.org/
http://purchasing.chathamcounty.org/

